Memorandu/ f Telephone 



Interview of Prank .oll^.n 



( 



September 15, 197 6, the undersigned telenhoned 
Mr. Frank Holloman, former Director of Fire and Police, Memphis 
Tenn. I identified myself as a Department of Justice Attorney 
assigned to the Attorney General's Task Force investigating the 
FBI s investigation of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., and stated that I would like to ask /iim some questions. 
Mr. Holloman said that he would cooperate in any way he could 
and related the following information. 1 






. .. '.Mr. Holloman said that he came 

to Memphis in August of 1959 and was the SAC of the Memphis FBI 
office until the Spring of i960 \ 

T _ r\*?r „ He retired from the FBI in 

July of 1964. For about two years thereafter he was Director 
of Development at Memphis State University. In i960 he became 
Executive Director of the Mid-South Medical Center Council for 
Comprehensive Health Planning. From January 1, 1968 until 
October 31, 1970, he was Director of Fire and Police for the 
City of Memphis. 



As far as he can recall, Mr. Holloman said the Tactical 
units of the police department were organised in January or 
February of 1968 for the purpose of avoiding riots which other 
cities, such as Detroit, had experienced. After the Sanitation 
Workers Strike began, the units were used to escort garbage 
trucks in their efforts to pick up trash. 



Mr. Holloman stated that Fire Station No. 2 on N. Main 
Street was used as a surveillance post in an effort to nrotect 
Dr. Ring. He said police officers had met' Dr. King at the 
airport when he arrived in Memphis and offered him protection 
vhich he refused. Mr. Holloman believes Dr. King and his aides 
felt the police were attempting to spy on their activities in' 
connection with the strike. Thus, he said, the police resorted 
to observing Dr. King and his group from the fire station. 

According to Mr. Holloman, this surveillance post had not been 
used before Dr . King arrived and refused protection. Mr. Holloman 
said a physical inspection of the general area was not made because 
the police did not know where Dr. King was planning to stay prior 
to his arrival. ; 
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thrS'h ? ?“ ^ rStUrned t0 his office he was adv^Shafa 
threat had been made on officer Redditt *s liPpy v J that a 

remember whether Redditt was aLeadr in l^nrl d ° SS QOt 

ordered him to come in at that S£f SertSSs ‘IS*" 1 *' he „ 

into I 1 mote l e ' S b ° f thS threat and ordere(i him to move rs Sly 
Reddt tt UndS f an assume d name. He does not know wh-tte- ^ 

f ° 11 ° W " d tha orders . Bie information about^hetSt h»d 

while heS in y Co2r S1£llo Chief of Polics McDonald, 

source of the JnSSil * h ** 
government agency. After TV ! “ at was from scms 

Hd f 25 - - - " - --- K. t 

Newsom from fire station no. 2 on the day prior to Dr xV~T° Y 

“invader? \fr S ” b ° <lues ' tions shout informer coverage of the 
Invaders , Mr. Holloman said that the only informer the 

police had was Harrell McCollough who had infiltrated the~""^ 
organization for the p^ose of finding out w^tj S going 

Mr. Holloman indicated that he desired a coov nr +h* 
memorandum of interview since he had read that SxelLse of“ 
gpresentatxve was contemplating an investigation. He stated 
that he could possibly be interviewed by them and he would -ant 
£ “ h '“ “14 to »e. I advised Hr. Hol^e ttaf ? 

Sve to S ln V * hl e d h ‘ * proble ”. tut the request voula 
have to be cleared withthe Task Force Leader. 




WALKER 

Attorney, Department of Justice 
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